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The Meaning of Terrarium
Use complete sentences and rich descriptions.

Reading literature in the technical communication classroom is not the same as reading literature in a literature classroom. When we read literature in this class, we will be looking at the communicative action in the story and the situations that enable it. 

STEP ONE: Understanding the Story

What is the story about? Imagine that you must tell someone else what it is about and you only have one minute. In one sentence, summarize the story (not the plot). This summary should grasp the essential quality of what you think the story means, that is, your interpretation of the overall significance of the story.
STEP TWO: Determining the Situation

What is the context/circumstances of the story? In other words, what's going on? The "context" of the story should go beyond the mere plot of the story. It should indicate the importance of the events, the constraints, and the actions essential to the story. 

STEP THREE: Identifying the Exigence  

What is the exigence that motivates the characters in the story? What action is required or what burden is demonstrated?

STEP FOUR: Identifying the Stakeholders

Who are the main players and what part do they play in the action of the story? What are their constraints? What problem(s) or idea(s) are they grappling with? What is their significance to the meaning of the story?

STEP FIVE: Reflecting on Your Reading

What do you think now that you have thought about the story in these terms? What connections can you make between the story and situational analysis? 
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